U15 Rugby Tour: Australia 2009
Sponsored by: MAC Sports Association
During the term two holidays the school’s U15 Rugby Team travelled to the Gold Coast, Australia to take part in the Brisbane Tens Festival and the Gold Coast Rugby Carnival. 
The team had been fundraising for just under 16 months and with an unbeaten first half season behind them, excitement levels were high.  After a bus trip to Auckland and an enjoyable flight to the Gold Coast the boys were ready to take part in the Brisbane Tens Festival.  This saw the team play four games on one day.  Our team won all four games including the final and in doing so scored 134 points and only let in 7.  This was a great result and a great start to the tour.  The next day saw the boys spend the day shopping at Pacific Fare and Harbour Town and spend time in and around Surfers Paradise.  The following day was the start of The Rugby Festival.  

The team played two games on that day, beating King’s College from Sydney and losing to the Queensland U15 side that afternoon.  

Over the next week the team spent two days at Wet ‘n’ Wild water theme park and Dreamworld where the boys enjoyed rides like The Tower of Terror, The Claw and The Giant Drop to name a few.
On the rugby side the team did exceptionally well winning three of their final 4 games. This saw them placed third out of sixteen teams in the U15 Grade at the tournament. Many of the team members played well, but flanker Sean Watts, prop Dempsey Greening and backs Ben Smith and Captain Jay Barrett had very memorable tournaments.    Sean Watts was named player of the tournament and was named in the tournament Barbarian side. 

After a long week and a long trip back the boys arrived in Hastings very early on a cold and wet Wednesday morning. The team were great sportsmen and ambassadors for the school.  Congratulations to you all on your efforts. We look forward to touring with you all in 2011.


Q Crawford, J Bird, C McCracken 
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Back:
Jade Araia, Dean Drummond, Jarome Box, Lance Knauf, Adam Jowsey
Middle:  Shaun Tamanui, Joshua Foster, Gabriel Papuni, Komiti Oli, Benjamin Smith, 
Jules Janson, Aaron Ward

Front:  Brigham Morley, Hikawera Hutana, Harry Waenga, Chance Whati, Jay Barrett,
Dempsey Greening, Salevao Tuliau, Sean Watts
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